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POLICY STATEMENT: 
 
10. Tranquilization for remote chemical capture are not to be implemented until all other 

methods of capture have been utilized. The Department will maintain a tranquilizer gun 
and blowguns to be used only in cases where the safety of the public and Animal Control 
Officer is in danger or the potential for such exists. 

 
11. The tranquilizer gun may be used on all wild or domestic animals when the animal cannot 

be captured by other means, when the animal has bitten or attacked someone, is 
threatening to bite or attack, or is suspected of being dangerous or rabid.  All other uses of 
tranquilizer gun will be approved by Manager or Field Supervisor on a per case basis. 

 
12. Animals which have been tranquilized may not be used for slaughter or human 

consumption for a minimum of sixty days after the date of tranquilization. 
 
13. Only the trained Animal Control Officers are allowed to use the tranquilizer gun . One 

Officer, an ACO II, shall be assigned responsibility of training other officers and maintain 
a tranquilizer gun in his assigned vehicle.  This officer shall be certified in the use of 
chemical immobilization. 

 
14. Tranquilizer gun shall not be used without Manager or Field Supervisor approval, 

assurance that adequate backup staff is available, and a veterinarian notified to stand by.  
If Manager and Field Supervisor cannot be contacted, the Animal Control Officer must 
use his discretion in approving use of the tranquilizer. 

 
15. The Field Supervisor or most senior ACOII and/or trained Animal Control Officer shall 

be in charge of the situation at the location of the animal to be immobilized. 
 
PROCEDURE: 
 
   I. The trained Animal Control Officers will maintain the necessary tranquilizer drugs  

( Rompum, Telazol,) and stimulant (Yobine) in a drug box furnished for that purpose.  
Included in that drug box shall be at least the following: half inch (2") and one inch 
(1") darts, one inch (1") and two inch (2") disposable syringes, ammonia ampoules, and 
alcohol swabs.  Accurate records (Exhibit 1) of use of all drugs must be kept by each 
officer and given to the Manager after each use. Ledger of record (Exhibit 2) will be 
kept by Manager.  

 
  II. Each vehicle of a trained Officer will be equipped with a jabpole for short range use.  . 
 
 III. The assigned Animal Control Officer will be responsible for transportation and use of 

tranquilizer rifle, if needed for a long range capture. 
 
  IV. When a domestic animal must be captured and meets the criteria (Policy Statement 1 

and 2) for use of a tranquilizer, the Animal Control Officer shall notify dispatcher. 
 
   V. The dispatcher shall contact the Animal Control Manager, Field Supervisor or ACO II 

for approval of tranquilizer use.  A Veterinarian will be contacted to be ready (stand 
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by) to receive any tranquilized domestic animal. 

 
  VI. During period when the office is closed or the Manager or Field Supervisor or ACO II 

cannot be contacted, the Animal Control Officer II must use his own judgement as to 
when to use the tranquilizer and must file a detailed report. 

 
 VII.  Back-up staff must be present and briefed prior to tranquilizing an animal.  Back-up 

staff is to assist in positioning the animal for delivery of the dart and to maintain visual 
contact of the animal until immobilization takes place.  If they are not available, 
assistance must be obtained from other knowledgeable agencies (i.e. Police, Sheriff) 
before proceeding.  If none is available, the Animal Control Office will weigh the 
hazards of tranquilizing the animal vs. the danger the animal poses to the public. 

 
VIII. Accurate estimates of weight must be made to reduce risk of overdosing or under 

dosing animals.  (Exhibit 3). 
 

A. Dosages for large and small animal concentrations of Rompum:  Rompum should 
be used for live capture of domestic animals and injected into the muscle tissue  

 ( using the 2" appropriate dart). 
 

B. Dosages for Telazol or other immobilization drugs used for cats, and other animals 
in conjunction with tranquilizing gun should be based on the table attached and 
other reference materials. This drug can be thinned with water so that it injects 
easily. 

 
C. Darts shall be loaded per instructions (Exhibit 4) with appropriate sized syringe and 

proper dosage of drug for tranquilization.  
 

D. The ACO must make reasonable efforts to ensure the injection site is at an 
acceptable dart impact location on the animal (Exhibit 5)]. 

 
E. If captured animal is slow in recovering, the stimulant (Yobine) may be used to 

help speed up the process.  Dosage rate is one (1) cc per ten (10) pounds injected 
under the skin with a one inch (1") syringe and no more than three (3) cc given in 
one body location. 

 
F. The ACO may use an ammonia ampoule when the animal fails to respond 

immediately.  This will cause an involuntary reflex action in which the lungs take 
in air. 

 
  IX. The Animal Control Officer will exercise good judgement and follow some basic 

guidelines when using the tranquilizer. 
 

A. Every reasonable precaution will be taken in order to maintain the health and safety 
of the individuals in the area and the tranquilized animal. 

 
B. Old animals, or animals which do not appear to be in good health, should not be 

tranquilized, if possible. 
 

C. Every effort shall be made to recover darts shot before the animal is pursued 
further. 
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D. All used darts shall be destroyed and disposed of in the medical hazardous material 

container provided.  This container, when full will be turned over to Health 
Department Lab for disposal. 

 
E. Domestic animals that have been captured by tranquilization will immediately be 

transported to a veterinarian to insure the stabilization of the animal. 
 
 
  X. News media representatives will be provided with all reasonable assistance and 

cooperation without allowing them to interfere with the operation. 
 

A. Media representatives will be courteously informed that they must keep a safe 
distance from the animal until adequate immobilization has been attained. 

 
B. Requested information regarding the capture of the animal will be given by the 

Animal Control Manager or the Trained Animal Control Officer. 
 
 XI. Training Protocol 
 

A. The Division Training Officer will attend a qualifying chemical immobilization 
course before instructing personnel on proper usage of tranquilizing equipment. 

 
B. During the training period officers receiving training will read all equipment 

instruction materials and books provided by the Department. 
 

C. Each ACO who is assigned a tranquilizer gun and equipment is responsible for care 
and maintenance of the items and for practice and review of training material on a 
regular basis to maintain a level of proficiency.  

 
XII. Additional factors may need to be considered prior to making the decision to use 

chemical immobilization as each situation is different (Exhibit 6). 
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 Exhibit 3 
 
DOSAGE GUIDELINES FOR CHEMICALS USED IN THE CAPTURE OF A DOG 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Body 
Weight 

 
Telazon/ 5 cc H20 

 
Telazon/ 2.5 cc H20 

 
Rompun*/Xylazine 

 
Yobine 

 
20 lbs 

 
1.0 cc 

 
0.50 cc 

 
0.4 cc - 1.2 cc 

 
0.50 cc 

 
30 lbs 

 
1.5 cc 

 
0.75 cc 

 
0.6 cc - 1.4 cc 

 
0.75 cc 

 
40 lbs 

 
2.0 cc 

 
1.00 cc 

 
0.8 cc - 1.6 cc 

 
1.00 cc 

 
50 lbs 

 
2.5 cc 

 
1.25 cc 

 
1.0 cc - 2.0 cc 

 
1.25 cc 

     
 
60 lbs 

 
3.0 cc 

 
1.50 cc 

 
1.2 cc - 2.4 cc 

 
1.50 cc 

 
70 lbs 

 
3.5 cc 

 
1.75 cc 

 
1.4 cc - 2.8 cc 

 
1.75 cc 

 
80 lbs 

 
4.0 cc 

 
2.00 cc 

 
1.6 cc - 3.2 cc 

 
2.00 cc 

 
90 lbs 

 
4.5 cc 

 
2.25 cc 

 
1.8 cc - 3.6 cc 

 
2.25 cc 

 
100 lbs 

 
5.0 cc 

 
2.50 cc 

 
2.0 cc - 4.0 cc 

 
2.50 cc 

 
 
Yohimbine is given to awaken the animal more rapidly.  Give equal amount of Yohimbine as 
Rompun given.  Give IV or IM.  IF it is given IV, care must be exercised as it will cause the 
animal to awaken very rapidly. 
 
* Rompum is not to be used on cats 
 
 
NOTE: 1 cc = 1 ml 
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